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Smart Meter Opponents Appeal to Law Court for Independent Decision 

 
 

Late Friday, smart meter opponents filed an appeal of the Maine PUC decision that smart meters were safe enough. 

Three years ago the Maine Supreme Judicial Court, ruling for complainants, ordered the Public Utilities 

Commission to reach a determination on the health and safety of smart meters.  Complainants found multiple faults 

with the recently released very unusual decision, and are appealing once again to Maine’s highest court.  

 

The 81 page PUC order consists of a 31 page opinion by Commissioner Littell, a 17 page opinion by Commissioner 

Vannoy and a case history. Littell’s opinion that radiofrequency (RF) radiation may be harmful at least to some 

sensitive populations, and those ratepayers deserve a no-cost opt out; was not reflected in the final order. 

Commission Chair Thomas Welch recused himself from the proceeding due to his prior employment with Central 

Maine Power, the defendant. 

 

“A PUC opinion can be vacated when it is unreasonable, unjust or unlawful in light of the record” said Ed 

Friedman, lead complainant. “In this case the Commissioner’s decision is not supported by the evidence record, 

CMP has not met their burden of proof and neither CMP nor the PUC has successfully ensured safety for all 

ratepayers as is their statutory mandate.” 

 

In every state and country where smart meters have been or may be installed, there is continued opposition from 

citizen groups concerned with 24/7 radiation emissions deemed by the World Health Organization to be a possible 

carcinogen, invasion of privacy for the electronic records the meters record, theft of personal data, infringement of 

several constitutional rights and compromising of personal and grid cybersecurity. 

 

Kathleen McGee, one of the complainants, noted the joint opinion conflicts with a separate set of findings by each 

Commissioner. “The joint decision is illogical based on the record. Neither smart meters nor most opt outs are 

protective of ratepayers and are in conflict with Maine’s judicial maxim salus populi suprema lex esto-the health of 

the people is the supreme law.”  

 

Attorneys General in IL and CT have testified against smart meter installations because they don’t believe the 

meters will save money. Northeastern Utilities in MA, New England’s largest utility said “there is no rational basis 

for mandating smart meters.” Meanwhile recent CMP rate increases of 4% were tied in part to smart meters, and 

the PUC opened a new docket to determine how personal data collected by meters should be disseminated. 
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