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Q. 

A. 

Q. 
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A. 

OF 
MPUC Docket No. 2011-00262 

Please state your name and address. 

Was a CMP smart meter installed at your residence? 

Yes, it was installed in the Fall of201l. 

Did you have the smart meter removed? Please describe the circumstances of 

your request or complaint to CMP and their response. 

On October 1, 2011, we wrote to CMP and asked that our smart meter be removed 

and replaced with the conventional meter that was there prior to the installation of the 

smart meter. Our request was based on _s serious health issues and her 

medically suppressed immune system. 

Are you paying the opt-out fees? 

Yes. We requested that the analog meter be replaced at no cost to us based on a 

medical exemption, but CMP's manager of community affairs told us that CMP has 

no choice or flexibility in changing or eliminating the opt-out charges and that they 

would reinstall the smart meter for a $40 one-time fee and $12 per month in 

perpetuity. 

Please describe why you do not want a smart meter at your residence. 

After 14 years of devastating heart disease-including two near-fatal heart attacks from 

dissections of two of her major arteries, emergency by-pass surgery, and subsequent 
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Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

ventricular tachycardia (deadly arrhythmia) requiring the implantation of a 

defibrillator--'ecently received a heart transplant at  Hospital in 

 

The highly qualified medical experts at  Hospital, 

including the Chief of Infectious Disease, told us that the smart meter is not without 

risk because of_'s conditions and her impaired immune system. 

Do you or any of your family members experience electromagnetic sensitivity 

symptoms in proximity to radio frequency devices, such as Wi-Fi, microwave 

ovens, cell phones, cordless phones, smart meters or other devices? Please 

describe the symptoms and the circumstances when they occur. 

Yes. We do not use cell phones for the same reasons we do not want a smart meter at 

our home. We use cell phones only when travelling to  

If you have physical or medical conditions, including sensitivity to 

electromagnetic radiation, have these conditions been diagnosed? Identify the 

diagnosis or description of the condition. 

Most heart transplant patients live only 10 years. They usually do not die of heart 

complications. They die of infections and cancers, to which they are extremely 

vulnerable as a result of a medically suppressed immune system. _has little

to-no immune system to fight disease of any kind. A slight cold puts her at instant 

risk for pneumonia, which we've come close to several times. One killer virus 

resulted in her wearing a PIK line for antibiotics in her arm for six months. She is 

checked four times a year for multiple cancers, and has had several skin cancers 

2 

Friedman Lay Witness Testimony 
Redacted 207 of 293



1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 

21 

22 

Q. 

A. 

Q. 

A. 

removed. We will not allow her to be put at increased risk for cancer, more cardiac 

arrhythmias, or other adverse health effects from the Smart Meter. 

Weare both well informed about _' s medical complications and the 

increased risks she faces when exposed to potential environmental hazards. I,_ 

_ am a retired founding officer of 

company. I, _ am the author of a best-selling book  

 bringing national awareness to heart disease as the # 1 

killer of American women, and I give an annual lecture at _Medical School on 

immunosuppression in cardiac transplant patients for the department of ••• 

" ••• Biology. 

Has your physician or other medical care provider made any recommendations 

about exposure to electromagnetic devices, including smart meters? Please 

attach any recommendations in writing from your health care provider. 

The Chief of Infectious Disease at Hospital told us that the 

smart meter is not without risk. 

Have you or any of your family members experienced symptoms or adverse 

effects while in the proximity of smart meters in particular (as opposed to 

multiple devices in question 6)? Describe the circumstances. At what distances 

from the meter do symptoms a) appear, b) increase and c) become acute? 

After the smart meter was installed, ••• would occasionally experience dizziness 

and more fatigue than is normal. After the smart meter was removed, these symptoms 

disappeared. 
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1 Q. Please tell us anything else that you want us or the Public Utilities Commission to 

2 know about your experiences and circumstances. 

3 A. The smart meter adds unnecessarily to my wife's already high health risks. My wife 

4 is battling several types of cancer and the smart meter puts her at an increased risk for 

5 cancer and for more cardiac arrhythmias. CMP's refusal to make accommodations 

6 for~nd other people with compromised medical conditions is unethical and 

7 immoral. Being compelled to pay $144 annually, in perpetuity in order to protect 

8 _s health is outrageous and it is an unnecessary hardship - especially when 

9 we used an analog meter at our home for 27 years at no additional cost to us. 

Dated this __ day of January, 2013. 

STATE OF MAINE 
CUMBERLAND, ss: January _,2013 

Personally appeared the above-named and and 
stated under oath that the foregoing Affidavit made by them is true and based upon 
their own personal knowledge, information or belief, and so far as upon information 
and belief, they believe the information to be true. Before me, 

Notary Public/Attomey-at-Law 

Name Typed or Printed 
My Commission Expires: 
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Q. 

opposed to multiple devices in question 6)? Describe the circumstances. 
At what distances from the meter do symptoms a) appear, b) increase and 
c) become acute? 

A. After the smart meter was installed, ~ould occasionally 
experience dizziness and more fatigue than is normal. After the smart 
meter was removed, these symptoms disappeared. 

Please tell us anything else that you want us or the Public Utilities 
Commission to know about your experiences and circumstances. 

A. The smart meter adds unnecessarily to my wife's already high health 
risks. My wife is battling several types of cancer and the smart meter 
puts her at an increased risk for cancer and for more cardiac 
arrhythmias. CMP's refusal to make accommodations for and 
other people with compromised medical conditions is unethical and 
immoral. . compelled to pay $144 annually, in perpetuity in order 
to protect health is outrageous and it is an unnecessary 
hardship - especially when we used an analog meter at our home for 27 
years at no additional cost to us. 

Dated this / (j 

STATE OF MAINE 
CUMBERLAND, ss: .T anuary ,LQ, 2013 

Personally appeared the above-named 
and stated under oath that the foregoing Affidavit made by them is true and based 
upon their own personal knowledge, information or belief, and so far as upon 
information and belief, they believe the information to be true. Before me, 

AMANDA DIXEY ~ 
Notary PubliC ~ 

Maine ~ Notary Pu1j>lic/Attorne at- aw 
___ M_Y c .. o .. mm ... l .. ss.io..,.n E.X .. Pir.,eS.M..,.alllr 2 ... 5'.,2.01"",7-, _ a VIda n(l()( D) x ~ V 

N arne Typed or Printed 
My Commission Expires: tlA arC b 25 1 lO If 
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Ms. Sara 1. Burns 
President and CEO 
Central Maine Power Company 
83 Edison Drive 
Augusta, ME 04336 

Subject: Request for medical exemption to have Smart Meter removed at no cost 
(MPUC Docket #2010-345) 

Dear Ms. Burns: 

EXHIBIT 

A 

I am writing to you regarding the Smart Meter recently installed at our home. My wife __ _ 
and I respectfully request that this meter be removed and replaced with the conventional meter 
that was there prior to the installation of the Smart Meter a few weeks ago. And we request that 
this be accomplished at no cost to us, based on a medical exemption. 

My wife is recovering from a recent heart transplant 
After 14 years of devastating heart disease-including two near-fatal heart attacks from 
dissections of two of her major arteries, emergency by-pass surgery, and subsequent ventricular 
tachycardia (deadly arrhythmia) requiring the implantation of a defibrillator~ecently 
received a heart transplant at Hospital in . She was thin, fit, only 44, and in 
prime health when she had her first dissection. The cause of her heart disease was an undetected, 
and still not defined genetic defect. There is no heart disease in her family, and she has led a 
lifetime of good health habits, which saved her life twice. 

_continues to work hard at her bit for recovery. She is an exemplary patient, who 
also wrote a best-selling book bringing national awareness to heart 
disease as the # 1 killer of American women. She appeared on_ and has become a poster
child for the American Heart Association. Despite our combined and considerable effort, 
however, my wife's heart transplant recovery has been complicated, requiring unscheduled 
medical trips to MGH, some by ambulance and helicopter. 

Moreover, _will be forever on immune suppressants, up to 20 drugs a day. This means, 
her immune system is artificially put to sleep through powerful, toxic drugs (cancer producing), 
so that her heart will not be perceived as an invader and fought (rejected, is the medical term) by 
our naturally fierce white blood cells. This is where the issue of the Smart Meter comes in. 

The Smart Meter adds unnecessarily to my wife's already high risks 
Based on national, longitudinal data, most heart transplant patients live only 10 years. They 
usually do not die of heart complications. They die of infections and cancers, to which they are 
extremely vulnerable as a result of a medically suppressed immune system. 

Your medical experts say there is no risk from CMP's Smart Meters. But my wife has an acute 
medical complication. Other credible experts disagree with yours. Our experts at 
Hospital, including the chief of infectious disease, who follows s case intimately, says 
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that the Smart Meter is not without risk. We do not use cell phones, by the way, for the same 
reason that we do not want a Smart Meter. 

My wife has little-to-no immune system to fight disease of any kind 
A slight cold puts her at instant risk for pneumonia, which we've come close to several times. 
One killer virus resulted in her wearing a PIK line for antibiotics in her arm for six months. She 
is checked four times a year for multiple cancers, and has had several skin cancers removed. I 
could go on and on, but I think you get the idea. I will not allow her to be put at increased risk 
for cancer (or more cardiac arrhythmias) from the Smart Meter. 

_ and I understood fully the risks of cardiac transplantation when we chose this path. To 
wit, I am a retired founding officer of based, leading global 

company. My wife gives an annual lecture at Medical School on 
immunosuppression in cardiac transplant patients for the department of •• ~~ ••• 
Biology. We are fully and intelligently engaged in this project of new life. 

I am pleading with you, Ms. Burns 
Please understand my concern and support my request for a medical exemption. We already have 
a CMP Medical Tag on the meter at our home and a red cross marker on the transformer 
providing service to our home. I cannot accept the medical prescription of CMP lawyers and 
doctors for the ongoing medical care and treatment of my wife. And to have to pay $144 
annually in perpetuity for the reinstallation and use of an analog meter that served our home at 
no cost for 27 years is unconscionable. s heart transplant alone cost almost $400,000. 
Would you like me to add up all the hospitalizations as well as the cost of her meds-not to 
mention the cost of peace of mind? How can I allow you to install something that puts at risk the 
very life we are fighting to save? 

Of our married life, 65% has been spent in hospitals. We have been given a huge gift: a heart that 
once belonged to someone else, adding to our sense of responsibility, to our determination to 
lead the healthiest lives possible. Kindly grant us an extension of our already extant medical 
exemption with CMP and at no cost to us. Thank you for your compassionate consideration. 

Sincerely, 

Copy to: Karen Geraghty, MPU C 
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PRE-FILED DIRECT TESTIMONY OF ______ -

MPUC Docket No. 2011-00262 

1 Q. Please state your name, address and occupation. 

2 A. 

3 

4 

5 Q. Was a CMP smart meter installed at your residence? If so, state approximately the 

6 date when it was installed. 

7 A. Yes, September 2011. 

8 Q. If a smart meter was removed and replaced by an analog meter at your request, 

9 please describe the circumstances of your request or complaint to CMP and their 

10 response. 

11 A. My wife was developing acute hypersensitivity to the smart meter and we 

12 requested its removal. It began with ringing in her ears while watching TV 

13 sporadically. She didn't watch often because she was often away from home 

14 working on projects in the field. [Our TV is located in our living room with large 

15 window facing the neighbor's smart meter about 28' away.] ~ent to Texas 

16 for 5 weeks in March and April 2011, and upon return home her ear ringing 

17 escalated such that she sought medical attention. With greater exposure to TV 

18 now that she was home in August and September, 2011, the ringing escalated as 

19 did her inability to sleep well. 
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Q. 

Q. 

Finally it became too much and we called CMP to have the smart meter 

removed and replaced with an analog meter. Throughout, we kept CMP advised 

of her reactions and they were for the most part dismissive. CMP removed the 

smart meter on 10 October, 2012. 

If you do not currently have a smart meter, are you paying the opt-out fees? 

A. Yes. 

Please describe why you do not want a smart meter at your residence. 

A. We do not want a smart meter because we are concerned over mounting health 

problems related to the meters which we did not fully understand. Unfortunately 

we both had become ill by the time we were aware of the magnitude of the risks 

and serious devastating consequences to our health. 

Our work has been adversely affected and related stress has been profound. 

My wife had also had Lyme Disease and was treated with antibiotics over 

the previous year making her immune system weaker and more susceptible to the 

assault from smart meters. 

I experienced ringing and pressure in both ears and inability to sleep for 

days and weeks. I have lost 11 pounds. The symptoms, for both me and my wife, 

became so bad we had to abandon our house of33 years. 

_ has developed a horrible hypersensitivity to radiofrequency waves 

and sound in general. She has ear ringing in her left ear ranging from light ringing 

to intense when near smart meters or in vicinity of other RF devices, like in 

airports shopping areas in town and on flights. She has lost her ability to sleep. 
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Q. 

_now has tingling and burning in both hands when close to smart meters, or 

other wireless devices emitting RF. Her hands and fingertips turn red and or 

become covered in red blotches. She now suffers from heart palpations and has 

lost 10 pounds. In August, 2012, she started to feel "lightning bolts" in her left 

eye following the viewing of Democratic convention on TV. It may be that our 

TV, facing the living room window and the neighbor's smart meter, was reflecting 

emissions from their meter directly to our eyes. Around this time all symptoms 

increased and we had the meter removed in October. 

Did your symptoms or adverse reactions cease when the smart meter was removed? 

A. Not at all. When our meter was removed, the situation seemed to grow worse or at 

least our sensitivity was now in a more acute stage. Though my wife had 

repeatedly asked if I heard the ringing I did not until our meter was removed. Our 

neighbor's smart meter is about 28' away directly in line with our living room 

window. Our symptoms were the worst in our living room and our bedroom, 

which is directly above the living room. It became impossible to remain in either 

room as our conditions of sensitivity became more acute in October, November 

and December, even after our meter was removed. Our own smart meter was on 

the opposite side of our house from our neighbors. 

When our symptoms did not improve following our meter removal, this led 

us to believe the neighbor's meter was more detrimental to our health than our 

own had been. In fact there was a several day period when the neighbor's meter 

was removed and temporarily swapped back to an analog meter and during this 
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Q. 

Q. 

time our symptoms lessened. When the neighbor's smart meter was replaced, our 

symptoms intensified. 

Even with the entire living room covered with 2 layers of grounded 

aluminum and a 4x8' sheet of corrugated metal outside the window which is also 

covered with grounded aluminum we still experience ear ringing only less so. The 

ear ringing is much more pronounced now upstairs in our bedroom and affects us 

even in a very short period. We have noticed the ringing appears worse during 

inclement weather with clouds and or rain. In October and November upon 

returning from work the ringing would begin upon entering our home. 

Have you received medical attention for your symptoms? 

A. We both had complete physicals with blood work at  Family Medicine. 

See Exhibits A and B. No middle ear or ear infections noted. Caregiver was 

unaware of smart meter issues. We both received intensive acupuncture 

treatments in November and December with the acupuncturist recognizing the 

seriousness of our conditions, the similarity to acute toxicity cases observed in 

other patients and the assault to our health. See Exhibit C 

Has your physician or other medical care provider made any recommendations 

about exposure to electromagnetic devices, including smart meters? 

A. Recommendation to minimize time in our home and to get out of and stay out of 

this toxic RF environment as soon as possible. Recommendation was also to take 

things one step at a time because as devastating as the problem is, it is 

overwhelming. Taken as a whole, the stress would make us weaker and unable to 
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Q. 

Q. 

deal with the ravages of the problem. So, our coping with this has been 

incremental, day by day in survival mode. 

Has your experience with smart meters caused any disruptions in your daily living? 

Please describe the circumstances? 

A. Yes! Our lives have been devastated. It has affected our health and our 

. We have had to leave our home with 4 cords of wood put 

away in the bam for winter and the garlic we planted for next year. Everything in 

our lives has been adversely affected, including relationships within our 

community and with our neighbors. Our lives have been totally 

interrupted/imploded and become surreal. We could never have imagined 

something this devastating could happen to us. 

Please tell us anything else that you want us or the Public Utilities Commission to 

know about your experiences and circumstances. 

A. It is unbelievable these problems are occurring with the PUC-sanctioned CMP 

wireless RF meters. People's lives, our lives, have been devastated with traumatic 

effects, perhaps leading to life-long disabilities. It is no exaggeration to say this 

experience has been torture for us. We could never have imagined this would 

happen to us; our health and work destroyed and our home of33 years becoming 

toxic to us. The whole thing has been surreal in the extreme. 

The belittling of our health concerns we repeatedly reported to CMP has 

been one of the worst if not the most horrendous nightmares of our lives. To not 

be accountable for their product [smart meters] and simply remove it from the 
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neighbor's [with such health concerns raised] is unconscionable. We have 

bounced from client's homes, friend's houses and our tents in sub-freezing 

temperatures for months and CMP has known this every step of the way. 

We were forced to leave our home of many decades while CMP repeatedly 

tells us there is nothing they can do and that the meters are safe. Home is where 

the heart is, it is a sacred space for all of us. For us, that home was destroyed. 

Dated this ~ day of January, 2013. 

STATE OF MAINE 
WALDO, ss: January a, 2013 

Personally appeared the above-named and stated under oath that the 
foregoing Affidavit made by him is true and based upon his own personal knowledge, 
information or belief, and so far as upon information and belief, he believes the information to 
be true. Before me, 

Name Typed or Printed 
My Commission EXPires:B~~lJ~l ~ 
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 .J.AlvllLY .MEDICINE/A Division  Primary Care 

PATIENT PHONE CALL 

Message For __ _ URGENT 0 Yes D No 

Patient's Nam,, __ _ Age ___ Weight __ 

Caller ____ _ 

Pharmacy _____________________ Pharmacy Phone ______ _ 

REGARDING: 0 Illness o Phone Follow-up D Rx1' Refill _____________ _ 

~ Injury o Referral D Test Results ____________ _ 

D Medications o Returning Call D Other ______________ _ 

RESPONSE: 

By 

TO FILE 

(3/27/12) 

------------~--.-. 
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